
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
             
 
 
 

 
POLICY: GUIDELINES FOR RISK MANAGEMENT FOR SCHOOL SHOOTING PROGRAMMES 

 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The sport of shooting requires that officials and shooters behave in a responsible and pro-active manner to 
ensure the safety of all concerned. There is various documentation, legislation and regulation in place to 
provide a framework for this aspect of the sport, and this guideline document merley exists to provide 
officials with an overview that could assist in creating a safe environment for participation in the sport.   
 
 

2. FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES  
 

Any teacher or coach involved in the sport of shooting at a school, must behave in a responsible manner. It 
is therefore imperative that each coach (outside or educator) becomes familiar with the following: 
 

2.1 Relevant legislation 
2.2 Educational environment considerations 
2.3 Rules of the sport, with special emphasis on the safety elements 
2.4 Accepted practice and legal requirements around the use, transportation, maintenance and 

safe-keeping of equipment 
2.5 The SANSSU Constitution, including schedule 3 (Mandatory reporting of abuse or neglect) 

 
 

3. LEGISLATION 
 
Legislation that may be considered or quoted in relation to schools sport shooting programmes: 
 

3.1 Act 60 of 2000: Firearms Control Act  
3.2 Act 15 of 2013, Dangerous Weapons Act 
3.3 Act 84 of 1996, South African Schools Act and the Amendment thereof: Regulations for Safety 

Measures at Public Schools 
 
A few important notes to consider in this regard: 
 

• At the time of writing of this document, an air-rifle or air-pistol are not classified by the Firearms 
Control Act as firearms. 

• Clause 2 of The Dangerous Weapons Act states that the act does not apply to the use of weapons 
during the participation in any lawful sport.  

 
A legal opinion has been obtained, and is available, providing a context for application of legislation to the 
school environment. It is recommended that any person involved in the SANSSU schools shooting 
programme becomes familiar with this document.  
 
 
 

SANSSU 
Suid-Afrikaanse Nasionale Skoleskuttersunie 
South African National Schools Shooters Union 
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4. THE EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT 
 
It is important to note that Governing Bodies of schools have the full say over what extra-mural activites are 
offered at a school, and on school premises. The Department of Basic Education does not have jurisdiction 
as far as this is concerned. 
 
Education officials may claim that schools are subject to the Dangerous Weapons Act, but as discussed in 
point 3, the Dangerous Weapons Act is not applicable when using equipment for the proper particpation in 
a lawful sport.  
 
It is very important for SANSSU officials to obtain written permission from the School Governing Body, and 
each newly elected School Governing Body, for the participation in the sport at a particular school, as well 
as use of any school facilities or premises for the sport. A standard authorisation form is available for this 
purpose.  
 
 

5. COACHING 
 
The education environment has in place protection for employed educators or teachers who may become 
involved in SANSSU programmes. This however, does not extend automatically to the volunteers running 
school shooting programmes around the country. Outside coaches should obtain a written appointment 
letter from the school and Governing Body, and each newly elected Governing Body. A template has been 
provided for this purpose.  
 
This appointment letter provides protection to the coach, and binds the coach to the accepted principles 
and practices expected by the school of its employees/educators/teachers/coaches. 
 
  

6. RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 
 
It is recommended that as a coach in the school shooting programme, consideration is given to the 
following: 
 

6.1 Insurance cover for  
6.1.1 the coach, including public liability 
6.1.2 the school, including public liability 
6.1.3 transportation of, and travelling with a team 
6.1.4 equipment 

6.2 Storage arrangements for equipment 
6.3 Safety at the facility 
6.4 Protective gear that may be required, and the use thereof 
6.5 Relevant training: 

6.5.1 Coach courses 
6.5.2 Range officer training  
6.5.3 CPR and First Aid 
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